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Principal Letter 

 
Welcome back to Term 2. 

The year is progressing quickly and I am pleased to announce two new staffing appointments since the last 

newsletter. The Umina Campus is proud to announce the permanent appointment of both Susannah 

Murray to the position of Deputy Principal and Jessie Heighington to the Head Teacher English position. 

Both of these outstanding educators were successful in very competitive fields and has been relieving in 

the capacity for over a year. This was a very well received appointment by staff, students, parents and the 

wider community. 

Year 7 and 9 students are now undertaking their NAPLAN examinations and I congratulate most students 

on the way they diligently undertook these exams. In the case of Year 9 this will be the final formal 

credential prior to their Higher School Certificate. These results arrive in late Term 3 and it is hoped that 

students receive an accurate reflection of the efforts they have put into their studies. The NAPLAN 

examinations provide valuable information to schools which allows us to modify our programs to better 

meet the needs of individual students in the future. 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of my counterpart Rebecca Cooper, the 

Principal of the Senior Campus for her energy and enthusiasm in her new role. Over the past month she 

has installed new bike racks, beautified the front of the campus, furnished classrooms and installed blinds 

throughout the school. It’s an exciting time to be in the College 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the President of the P & C Nicole Mottlee for 

accompanying me to Canberra to launch the ‘Fair Funding Now’ initiative. This was a platform in which the 

school could discuss the positive affect that Gonski funding has had on educational outcomes and life 

opportunities for young people in the College. These achievements were raised in parliament which is a 

great accomplishment for the school. 

Looking forward to an exciting term. 

Brent Walker  

Principal 

Brisbane Water Secondary College 

Umina Campus 



 

Deputy Principal 

 
 

It is with immense pleasure that I write my first newsletter as a permanent Deputy Principal at Umina Campus. I was 

absolutely delighted to have been successful in applying for the role. As I have made clear in many forums over the 

years, I love this school and this community and it is a privilege to serve as Deputy Principal. 

Transition to high school form 2019 has already begun. We have completed our S Class and CAPA selection process 

and will move on to AVID in June. There is an Information Night for Year 7 AVID 2019, so if you know anyone who is 

interested please let them know. 

Peer Leaders are an integral part of our Transition process and we will be holding a badge ceremony and afternoon 

tea this term to honour and thank these wonderful students who give up so much of their own time to help others. 

We have a dedicated group of student who run bus duty for us and they will be receiving badges in an upcoming 

assembly. These students help daily to ensure that our school bus system runs effectively.  

I would like to take this opportunity to add my thanks and congratulations to Warwick Bateman on his retirement 

from the role of Deputy Principal at this Campus. Our school is richer for the work and contribution of Mr Bateman 

and on a personal note he has taught me much for which I am grateful. 

Another busy term awaits us with cross country, zone events, debating, assessments, excursions and athletics 

carnival to name just a few. We are so fortunate to have a wonderfully dedicated staff who are more than happy to 

offer their time so that extra activities can occur for our students. I feel very lucky to work with such a wonderful 

staff and such dedicated students who are always keen to do their best. 

Enjoy the term and thanks for your continued support of all that we do. 

 

Warm regards                                   

Susannah Murray 

Deputy Principal              

                                                                  

My new sign on my door! 



 

Team 1 
MUSIC          

This term 711 will be studying ‘Instruments of the Orchestra’ and using their listening skills to identify the 

sounds of each instrument.  

Later on in the term, we will return to ukulele playing and extending our repertoire of pieces.                                                             

MATHS        

811 & 812 have completed their data assignments and are now learning about algebra. They are working 

hard to understand the concept, but are enjoying the challenge.  

ENGLISH        

Congratulations to the following students who have successfully completed the Premiers Reading 
Challenge consecutively from Year 3 to Year 9: 

 Jasmine Thompson 911 

 Elyse Charles 911 

 Jessica Harrison 911 
 
This term 711 will be studying the ‘My World’ unit, where we will explore picture books, poetry and a film 

to understand life experiences of different people. We will begin with picture books highlighting the story 

of refugees.  

This term 811 & 812 are studying poetry, with a focus on Australian Poetry by Lawson and Paterson. We 

will revise poetic techniques and compare both poets’ views on ‘Life in Australia 1880-1920.’ 

This term 911 are studying Oodgeroo Noonuccal’s poetry. We will explore her poems and revise poetic 

techniques.   

SCIENCE 

Congratulations to Team Stanford in 811 (Cianan, Charlotte, Heidi and Jade) and Team Monash in 911 
(Elyse, Jade, Amber and Madi) who won the Practical Bench Competition for Term 1. The game starts fresh 
this term....every sticker counts!!! 
Congratulations to Heidi Fletcher, Jade Leggett, Asher Ryan (811) and Jasmine Thompson (911) who were 
our top performers in completing extension activities in Science during term 1. These activities are 
enriching the learning of these students, often leading to deeper discussion of the content we cover in 
class. A shout out to Alexis Moore who is off to a roaring start this term! 
Half Yearly Exams 
Science - 811 22nd May 
Science - 911 22nd May 
 

                     
 



 

Team 2 
 

Term 2 has started with all staff and students hitting the ground running. Year 7 students have really 
settled in to school life and are beginning to understand the responsibilities of high school. Team Terrific 
students have demonstrated fantastic commitment to their school by wearing their school uniform with 
pride. Engagement in learning is evident when stepping into every classroom. I am looking forward to 
seeing our students in Team 2 continue to be challenged as they engage in innovative and rewarding 
learning activities throughout the term.   

Year 7 have had a very busy start to the term. In Geography, students have studied land forms and how to 

locate objects using a compass. Check out this amazing volcano cake. The class had lots of fun using all the 

equipment in Science and making Oobleck. Oobleck is a non-Newtonian fluid which can be both a solid and 

a liquid. Keep up the fantastic work Year 7. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, students are studying famous Australian poets like Banjo Patterson and writing their own 

creative pieces. Our Team 2 scientists are having lots of fun mixing substances and discovering different 

types of chemical reactions, make sure to wear those safety classes. Keep up the awesome work year 8. 

Year 9 have continued their mature and committed start to the year.  

In Geography, students are learning about food production and feeding  

those around the word. Year 9 Scientists took a trip inside the human body  

and looked at all the different body systems that make us function the way  

we do. The practical pictured is a STEM initiative where students are given  

pasta sticks, tape and a marshmallow. The aim is to get their marshmallow  

as high as possible, 68cm was the winner! Keep working hard year 9 

 

Matilda Pitty 

Assistant Team Leader 

 

“The secret to getting ahead is getting started” 

 

“The expert at anything was once a beginner” 



 

Team 3 
 
 
This term Team 3 classes have been working well with their teachers and peers.  
 
In English, 831 have been working through an Australian poetry unit. They made posters with images to 
represent Australian landscapes.  
 
Year 7 have been working through a Mixtures unit in Science and preparing for their half yearly exam. They 
have learnt about different types of learners and are currently practicing visual revision.  
 
931 Health are learning about different drugs and their effect on the Central Nervous System and other 
parts of the body. They are engaging with the topic well and are making positive contributions to class 
activities.  
 
Ms Krucler 
Assistant Team Leader 
 
 
 

 
                                              



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Team 4 
Whether it’s Science, English or Creative Arts our Team 4 students have had a wonderful and engaged start 
to Term 2  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Team 5 
 

Team 5 working together 
 
Team 5 have been focusing on the core values of BWSC and enjoying positive rewards as they continue to 
grow together as a group building positive respect, commitment and relationships. 
  
  
Team 5 Science  
  
Year 9 has been learning about Disease since the beginning of Term Two. Year 9 students have conducted 
investigations into what lives on our skin and how effective is bacterial wash? Year 8 students have been 
looking at difference between a chemical and physical change, whilst Year 7 have focused on making 
mixtures.  
 

                      

                                    

                

 

 

 

 



 

Team 6 

It has been a wonderful start to Term 2 with students and staff returning refreshed after the holidays. 

Term 2 for Team 6 has seen some staffing changes take place. Ms McMahon is currently relieving as Head 

Teacher HSIE and Ms Thepsiri is relieving as Team 6 ATL for the term.  

Students should be preparing with regular revision for their upcoming Semester 1 assessments in weeks 4, 

5 and 6.  

Students are reminded to bring a reading book for Roll Call every morning.  

  Year 7 

 Have been working hard creating surveys about Liveability in the local area during HSIE lessons.  

 In Science lessons Year 7 have been studying the physical and chemical properties of magnesium 

and creating density columns.  

 They continue to work diligently during lessons producing high quality Cornell notes and they have 

been eager to participate in tutorials.  

Year 8 

 Students have enjoyed becoming acquainted with Twiggy and Gumby in Science lessons. They are 

Spiny leaf insects and we have been discussing their life cycle, adaptations and how to care for 

them.  

 In HSIE, students have just started a new topic called Changing Places, which focuses on 

Urbanisation. 

   Year 9 

 Year 9 have been studying Australian Poetry in English.  

 In Maths Year 9 have been learning about Algebra and preparing for NAPLAN. 
 

  

 

                 

 

           

 

 

 



 

Team 7  
Team 7 have been working tremendously hard this term across all subjects. With reports on the horizon, 

they have been consistently engaging within a range of challenging activities and have been working towards 

completing their upcoming assessments and examinations. 

In addition to this, Team 7 students have continued to engage positively with our ‘Focus On Reading’ 

program, borrowing books from a range of genres from the ‘Premiers Reading Challenge’ selection and 

reading them in class each lesson. 

Mathematics: In Mathematics, 871 have completed a data assessment that has seen them complete 

research on a topic of their choice and with that research gather statistics to make informed and justified 

decisions. All years will have an upcoming half-yearly examination in Weeks 4 and 5.  Make sure you are 

prepared and continue to ask questions in 

class. 

 

 

  

 

 

Technology Mandatory: Year 7 have been completing a cushion incorporating tie-dye techniques in Textiles. 

Yr 8 students in Food Technology have enjoyed baking Anzac biscuits and are looking forward to macaroni 

and cheese in coming weeks. Yum! 

English: In English, 772 students have been completing a unit called My World, where students engage with 
a range of texts, such as picture books, poems, and short films, in order to learn about how their world is 
reflected in text.  
In English, 971 students have been completing a unit on the Aboriginal poetry of Oodgeroo Noonuccal. In 
this unit, students are learning about the historical, personal and cultural contexts of Oodgeroo Noonuccal’s 
poetry.  
 
Music: In Music, Year 7 have been studying the Instruments of the Orchestra.  This topic has seen students 

improving their listening skills and working collaboratively. Their formal listening test is in Week 5. The Year 

9 Elective Music class has been refining their performances in preparation for the ‘Variety Night’ concert in 

Week 8. Tickets will be on sale later this term. 

HSIE: We are approaching assessment task time in HSIE. Yr 7 are designing an 

online survey about liveability, Year 8 are completing a water task, and year 9 

completed an infographic item for their Biomes unit. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Team 7 Sporting Update. 

Cross Country:  

Cross Country is approaching in week 3, and Athletics in week 5.  



 

Team 8 
Positive Behaviour for Learning: There were a lot of very happy faces as over 170 students from Team 8 

received their Bronze Level reward last term. Congratulations and thank you to those students on their 

consistent display of the school’s core values—respect, commitment, relationships. 

  

  

  

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

   
 

Our Year 9 students are already focused on the goal of graduating on Platinum Level of Achievement. This 

requires involvement in the school community and we encourage all students to discuss the options 

available to them with us, should they not be already meeting this aim. 

Communication: Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time with queries or concerns. Of course we can be 

contacted via telephone on 43 41 9066, or outside of school hours, via email. See our email addresses below: 

 Jessie Heighington, Team Leader: jessie.heighington@det.nsw.edu.au 

 Adam Phillips, Assistant Team Leader:  adam.phillips31@det.nsw.edu.au 

  



 

Careers Corner 

 
Term 1 Excursions 

  

14 of our students completed the White Card Course and passed the extensive tests on the day. 

Congratulations to those students who participated. This qualification now permits students to enter job 

sites whether for work experience or casual employment. 

 

Our Hospitality Excursion was a huge success. This is the only course presented in this fashion on the 

Central Coast. The students had a fantastic day learning so much about 'front of house' skills and 

services.  They also had the opportunity to see the chefs at work in the kitchen.  Students rated this 

excursion a 9 out of 10 for information, skill development, delivery and relevance. They covered so much 

on the day including table setting, serving and clearing, restaurant etiquette and food preparation. 

 

Year 9 Term 2 Class Work  

All Year 9 students will be working on their resumes this term. Students are expected to bring in their 

resumes if they already have one. Students must bring these in by week 4 term 2 if they want to use them 

during classwork and for the Mock Interviews. All other students, will be starting from scratch and will 

focus on producing an outstanding resume for any job prospects and for the Mock Interviews.  These 

resumes MUST be submitted in google classroom, in order for them to be accessed during their senior 

years at the Woy Woy campus. Submitting them in google classroom will also give me the opportunity to 

assess and provide any necessary feedback in order to improve the student's work. 

 

YR8's this term will be learning the importance of a resume and what they should contain, computer 

activities and career research activities. 

 

The Barista excursion for May 25 is already full. This is the only excursion for this term.   

Ms. Nerrida Lewis 

Careers Advisor 



 

                                    
 

 
 

                     
 



 

SRC 

 
 

 

On the 25th of April, hundreds of people - including our BWSC SRC students - attended the Anzac Day 

Dawn Service. Together, we paid our respects to the soldiers who lost their lives at Gallipoli and in wars 

across the world, past and present. Throughout the service, we witnessed Woy Woy’s own Anzac Parade, 

featuring many people who serve our nation today, and many who wore their medals - and the medals of 

their fallen family and friends - with honour and pride. At the end of the service, we laid a wreath in 

memory of those that we’ve lost to war. It is these small tokens of gratitude and remembrance that we 

hope will ensure that we always - now and forever - remember the sacrifices made for our country. We will 

remember them. 

Mason Headford 

2018 Team SRC 



 

 
. 

 

 

BWSC Interact Club 

Our Interact team continues to organise working bees at lunchtimes for students to assist with the creation 

of plastic bag yarn balls. These are used by the Woy Woy Country Women’s Association to knit into 

sleeping mats for our local homeless.  

 

With winter being just around the corner, we are trying to get as many bags prepared as we can to assist 

with the making of these sleeping mats. 

We have also been busy with our Interact Café, ensuring that any student who may need some toast or a 

sandwich during school time, will receive one. 

Mrs Harvey and Ms Baynie 

Interact Co-ordinators 

 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Library 

 

 

 

 

The 2018 Premier’s Reading Challenge is in full swing  

at our campus with only 15 weeks left for students to  

complete their reading logs. We currently have 498  

students registered for this year’s challenge, and 49  

of these students have already finished. Not that it is  

a competition, however, our 771 Boys targeted sports 

 look set to finish ahead of any other class this year!  

It is no surprise that these boys are also the class  

borrowing the most books per student on average. 

We are excited and proud that 12 of our Year 9 students 

 are eligible to receive the Premier’s Medal for reading this 

 year, as they have successfully completed this challenge  

every year since Year 3! 

 

Mrs Mitchell has been busy accessioning more new 

books that we have added to our library collection. 

                          Our targeted sports class – leading  

                                                                                                      the 2018 BWSC class Premier’s Reading Challenge                               

New Books…. 
Our latest library additions include: 

48 Hours (book 1 & 2): Gabrielle Lord Begin,                                                       TUTORIAL TUESDAYS 

end, begin a loveOZYA anthology                                                                       Homework Centre is open 

The dark artifaces series: Cassandra Clare Death March                                every Tuesday afternoon 

to the Parallel World Rhapsody                                                                                        until 4pm 

Everless, 1: Sara Holland 

The Fighting Stingrays:  Simon Mitchell 

and many many more….. 

 

 

 

 

Where is your 
reading journey 

going to take you 
this year? 



 

Drama 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Anzac Day Ceremony      
The Anzac legend is important because it encourages Australians to remember the soldiers who sacrificed 
their lives for their country. The legend has made such an impression on Australians that we continue to 
commemorate the landing of the ANZAC soldiers on the shores of Gallipoli on 25 April each year. 

Thank you to the following staff and students who did such a fantastic job conducting the ANZAC Day 
Ceremony at our school yesterday. 

Miss Wearne 
Miss McMahon 
Mr Westerhoff and musicians 
Mr Phillips and the CAPA students 
Miss Harvey and the SLR Team 
LS Josh Corcoran Royal Australian Navy 
Army Cadets 

                 

 

            

 

Lest we forget 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Canteen Volunteers 
BWSC Umina Campus canteen are looking for volunteers between 10.30am and 1.30pm in particular on a 

Friday. If you have some spare time and would like to volunteer please contact Michele on 4341 4672. 

 

 

 

THE NEXT P & C MEETING WILL BE ON WEDNESDAY 20th JUNE AT WOY WOY CAMPUS 


